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Descriptive Text   

According to Anderson and Anderson (2003, p.26), descriptive text describes a particular person, 

place, or thing. It means that descriptive text is designed especially about a person, a place, or 

things. They also stated descriptive text to tell about the subject by describing its feature without 

including personal opinions.  

In line with this statement, Gerot  &  Wignell (1994) and Knapp  &  Watkins  (2005) said that 

descriptive text is a type of text the writer or speaker uses to describe a particular thing, person, 

animal, place, and or event to the readers or hearers. The process of describing is done by 

ordering their characteristics clearly, starting from naming them, classifying them, and dealing 

with their attributes, behaviors, functions, and so on so that the readers or hearers can notice 

what the writer is writing about as if they could directly see it through their own eyes.  

In addition, according to Pardiyono (2007, p.33), descriptive text gives descriptions of living or 

non-living things to the reader. Thus, this kind of text can tell an object that is still alive or not.  

 

Generic Structure of Descriptive Text  

Like other genres, the descriptive text also has its structure or stages. Jenny Hammond (1992) 

divides generic descriptive text structures into two parts: Identification and Description.  

- Identification: it is aimed at introducing and identifying a specific participant, such as a 

person,  a  thing,  a  place,  an animal,  and or an event.   

- Description: it describes that  participant from  its  characteristics, appearances, personality, 

and habits or qualities (Butt, Fahey, Feez,  Spinks,  &  Yallop,  2000;  Derewianka, 1990;  

Gerot  & Wignell,  1994; Knapp  &  Watkins, 2005) 

 

Linguistics Features of Descriptive Text  

Regarding  its  linguistics  features,  Derewianka  (1990);  Emilia  and  Christie (2013); Gerot 

and Wignell (1994);  Knapp and Watkins (2005) state that  descriptive text employs some 

linguistics features as summarized below:  

- Focus on specific participants as the main character (My English teacher, Andini's cat, My 

favorite place). 

- Use present tense as dominant tenses. 

- Use linking verbs or relational processes frequently (is, are, has, have, belongs to) to classify 

and describe the participant's appearance or qualities and parts or functions of the 

participant). 

- Use of descriptive adjectives (strong legs, white hair) 


